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COURIER

W E D N EVS D A T,_ 1.be 3d. Fuly, 1805.

HOUSE OF LORDS,— Jan. 15th. 1805.

At three o’clock his Majefty came to the
Heoufe in che ufual ftate; and the Commons be-
ing fent for, and appearing at the bar, the
King was pleafed to deliver from the throne
“gh: tollowiug Speech,

ws Ay Lords and Geutlemen,

it Since the end of la't Selfion, the Preparations of
the Encemy for the Invafion of this Kingdom have been
coitinued with inceffant a&livity ; bot no attempt has
Ben Made to carry their repeated menaces into effe&@

# The {kill and intiepity of my Navy—the refpece
talle snd tormidable ftate of my Army and Militia—
tir unabited zeal and improved di[:ip’lin'e of a nume-
gaus Vollunteer Force, and the general ardour manifef-
ec by all ciaffes. of miy fubjeéts, have indeed been fui-
ficent to deter them from {o prefumptuous and defpe-
3a- an eutciprize.  While this [pirit continues to ani-

the country, and its voluntary exertions for its

dcfeuce fubfit in their full vigour; we need not
f&1 the canfequences of the moft powerful efforts on
th: part of the Enemy. But lct us never forget that our
{felurity has arifen from the refolution with which we
bae met =nd provided againft the dangér, and that it
tan be preferved only by ftcady perfeverance and usn-
remitting aétivity.

“ The condué of the Court of Spain, evidently un-
dér the predominant influence and controul ef France,
campelled me to take prompt and decifive meafures to

_@uaid againit the effc&ts of hoftility. 1 have, at the fame
time, endeavoured, as long as it was poffible, to prevent
the neceffity of a rupture, but, in conlequence of the

= relufal of a fatisfaltory explanation, my Minifler quited
Bdrid; and War has fince been declared by Spain
agiinit this Country.

% 1 bave diicéted 2 Copy of the Manifefto which I
have caufed to be piepared on this occafion to be laid

“before you, together with fuch Papers as are neceffary
“ to explsin the difcuflions which have taken place be-
“tween me and-the Court of Madrid. You will, 1 trufl,
“be convinced by them that my forbearance, has been
“ carried to the utme (t extent which the Interefls of my

dgminions wculd admit; and while I lament the fitu-

“atiom of Spain, mvolved in hoflilities contrary to its true

“interelts, [iely with confidence on your vigorous fup-
port ina contelt,which can be attributed only to the un-
fortunate picvalence «f French Councila.

¥ The general conduét of the French Government on
the conticent «f Europe has been marked by the urmofl
violence and outrage, and has fhown a wanion defi nce
of the Rights of Neutral Territories, oftie acknow-
ledged privilezes of Accicdited Minifteis,of the Efta-
bitthed priuciples of the Law of Nations.

¢ Notwithitanding thefe tranfaéltions, fo repugnant
to every fentiwment of moderation and jubice, I have
recently received a communication from the Fiench
Govrrnment, containing profcflions of a Pxcific difpofi-
tion

¢ I have, in confequence, exprefled my earncft defire
to embrace the firft opportunity of relloriug the blefl-
ings of Pcace, on fuch grounds 3s may be confifient
with the permoanent fafety and intercfll of my domini-
oons; but I am confident you will agree with me, that
thofe objeéls are clofely conncéted with the general fe-
euiity of Europe. I have therefore not thought it right
%o enter into anyymore particular explanation, without
previous communication with thofc powers gn the con-
ginent with whom 1 am engaged in counfidential inter-
gourfe and . conneétion, witha view to that important
bég&, and efpecially with the Emperor of Ruflia, who

“#sven the tronycht proofs of the wife and dignified
s#ntiments by which he is animated, and of the warm
intereft he takes in the fafety and indcpendence of Eu-

\ Fope.

§¢ Gentlemen of the Honfe of Commons,

% Y have dircéted the Eftimates for the Public Ser-
viee to be laid before you. I regret the neceffity of any
additional buithens being impofed on my people—but
Y am fure you will be fenfible how much their future
fafety and happinefs depend on the vigaar of our exer-
tions, and that, in the mode of raifing the fupplies, you
will continue to fhew your anxiety for the fupport of
public eredir, aod for reftraining, as much as poflible,
ghe accumulation of the National Debt.

¢ My Lords and Gentlemen,

% In confidering the great efforts and {.crifices which
the nature of the conteft requires, it is a pecoliar fatis-
fation to me to obfervethe many proofs of the internal
wealth and profperity of the country. It will, I am
fure,be your great obje&tto maintain and improve thefe
advantages, and at the fame time to take all fuch mea-
fures as, by enabling me to profecute the War with vi-

ur, may afford the beft profpe& of bringing it to a

afe and honourable termination.*’

Lord Elliot moved the Addrefs.—He dwelt
ehicfly on the fecarity of the kingdem, after
the extravagant boafts of the enemy,and on the
‘®riking contraft between the language of Bona-

e at the commencement of the war, and the
— .fen.t overtures for peace.—He feared they
were m_ﬁdudus.. and requefted that they might
be received with caution. ¢ There is nothing
~—faid his ]_,f‘lrdﬂllp, which can juftify a coun-
try in fhatting the Door againit conciliation,
but if it be ever on the Intcb—.if it be open and
acceflible to every comer, an incendiary and a
foc may gain entrance inftead of a friend_>*

Lord Gwydir feconded the Addrefs;in found-
ing panegyric, upon the forbearance of Mini-
fters with refpeét to Spain, and the fafety which
they had infored to the Ringdom by a firong
convertible military forte, both regular and ir-
vegulare 3
Lord Carlifle meant hot to oppofe the Ad-
drefs, but was unwilling to fanétion the mea-
fares which the Minifters had adopted. with
refped to Spain before docoments and proofs of
her aggreflion were fubmitted to the Houfe.
Lord Hawkefbury prom:ifed every paper that
was neceflary to eldcidate and jultify oar con-
du&, but as yet difcuffion was prematiare—e I
would only obferve, (faid his Lordfhip) that
the war did not, as fome have afferced, grow
out of the detention of the Spanifh frigates.—
Previous to their capture,fo many provocations
to hoftility exifted, and fo unequivocal and a-
verfe from explanation was the Court of Ma.
drid; that our Minifter had demanded a cate-
gorical anfwer to an ultimatum which he was
charged to deliver wichin a ftated time. This
anfwer not being received, Mr. Frere demand-
ed his pafiport. It was not till after this that
the Spanifh frigates were detained, fo that war
was not the effe@ of the capture—but the cap-
tute wés the confequence of a prior provocation
to hoftilitys : ; 1
Lord Grenville thooght that a Minifter’s
demand of a paffport to quit a country, did
not warrant fuch an a& of hoftility as to detain
the fhips of that cadntty : this queftion, howe-
ver, was fot future difeuvflion.: He could not
likewife chime in with thé chorus of exultation
becaufe we were not invaded ; he thoughtit
demeaning to the fpiric and tefonrces of a great
kingdom, that we fhodld glofy ina fecurity
which {prung from the fears of an enemy. ,
The Duke of Norfolk was fuarprized that
the King’s Speéch was filent as to the glaims.of
the lrifh Roman Cartholics. 3
The Addrefs was put, and carried wem. con.

HOUSE OF COMMONS— Fanuary 16.

‘T'he public bufinefs commenced with moving
an Addrefs to His Majefty on his Speech.

The Honble. A. Dillon was the mover. He
touched briefly on the feversal features of the
Speech—fpoke of the relu@ance of Minitlers to
niake war upon Spain—of the flattefing promi-
fes of Continental afliftance held oot by Ruffia
—of the probable infidioufucfs of the late over-
tures for Peace—of rhe prudence of Minifters
in enteriog inte no explanation without confuli-
ing our Allics, aid ended with a digreffion up-
on the flourifhing ftate of our milicary force,
the wealth and feeurity of England, and the in-
vulnerability of Iréland-—where the vigout of
the Exccutive Government, and the loyalty of
the people, had oppofed a barrief to the hopes
of the enemy, more infurmountable than the
feas that begirt and defended her fhores.

Mr. FOX—¢* I mesn not to oppofe the Ad-
drefs; but Iam ftruck with fome omiffions,
which, to my mind, renders it defe®ive and
unfatisfactory. His Majefty is ready to re-
ceive overtures from the enemy, but he muft
firft confult with certain Courts with whom he
is in confidence and alliance ; What Coorts are
thefe # We are bound to thank his Majefty for
not receiving overtures till he is fatisfied that
they are nor ipfidious and nugatory, but when
the alledged reafon for not recéiving them is,
that we mauft feel the pulfe of other Courts,
with whom we are in confidential connexion,
it becomes neceflary to know what were théfe
connexions of confidence and obligations to con-
fult and participate in aéts of War or Peace;
till the Houfe knew this, were they to exprefs
their thanks ? The next omiffion was the Ca-
tholic queftion ; in a meafure the cement of the
Union. I am pleafed ro hear the Hon. Mover
exprefs his confidence in the fecurity of Ire-
land ; but, 1 believe, that there is yet a better
way to fecure it, and a ftrenger fafeguard than
fhips and armies: I mean the complere union
of its people, which is only to be effe@ed
by relicving them from that weight of oppref-
fion, under which, if they are fill loyal & pa-
triotic, they evince a difpofition which woald
never abufe the beft gifts which a King and
| his Miniiters conld befow—a participation of

common privilegés; and a right to common
righrs.

g'l‘he next thing that firikes me, is the langu-
age which is held of our military force. I know
how many nights we confumed in the laft fefli-
on upon this fubjeét; and how great was the
difcordancy of opinion. ‘To vote that it is_fen.
ribing, is in my mind;equivocal and negatory,
before we fee the Eftitnates; and 1 diflike the
generality with which the fubje& is fpcken of}
1 wiih there had been fome facts to advert to,
and that the fuccefs of the late Bills had beea
authenticated otherwife than by aiords, which,
as I fear nothing elfe has been employed to
raife a force, nothing elfe I {fuppcfe, is tobe
teceived in Jiex of one. In refpeét to the cap-
ture of the Spanifh frigates, to fay the leaft,
appearances were againft Minifters. If there
evetf was a time when the bonour of the kinge
dom fhould be fcropsloufly guarded, it was
now. France was accufed of violating the
Law of Narions, and provoking wars without
end; let it not be faid that we have availed
ourfelves of the precedent ; buot let the contraft
be Heightened by the fingular integrity af this
nation; and an inflexibility of honor on the fide
of the Britith Governmwent will aé&t as the beft
foil to the dereliQion of all thofe principles om
the part of the enemy, | :
MaSPITT anfwerd, in order, the objefi.
i:'u of Mr. Fox. The queftion of the Spanifh
|*Wwar was premature.  In refpe& to the determi..
nation of His Majéfty todecline all overtures of
Peace till he had firit confulted with his Allies,
and principally with the Emperor of Ruffia,
could there be two opinions as to its wifdom 2—
What havewe beenlabouring for, but Continen-
tal Allics!—Are weto fold one langusge to
them at one rime, and changé it aé another 2
Are we to invite them 0 a confedetacy of war,
“and to rcfule communication with them in a
treaty of peace ?—Tle dettiny of Europe fecms
in 2 meafure, in the lLands of Ruffia, #nd the
firmiefs of Great Briain. If we act conjointly
in war, we {hall cbriin, as I flarter myv{elf we
fhall; 21l we can hepe by vitiory ; if we aét
¢conjoinly in pacification, we obtain our ends on
cheaper terms; batit is car inrereft to act in
concert, and at the prefent crifis; it atraches fo
England as a duty to that avguft and magnani.
mous monarch, whofe forwardnefs, he doub.
ted not, would evenrually be improved into al-
Jiance.—As to the Catholic queftion, Mr. Fox
might bring it forward if he chofe; bur he
knew not, when fuch a time Fad elepfed fince
the Union, why itfhould be foifted ints His
Majefty’s fpecch. With regard to the Bills of
thé 1aR Seflion, they weré not before the Houfe ;
but he was prepared to ftaté, that our difpofes-
ble force was great beyond any*former period,
and that he fhould not blufh ¢o méet theel-
imates, = ¢

Mz. WINDHAM.—¢ Sir, T join with my
Hon. Friend (My. Fox,) in the furprife which
he exprefes that the Catholic queftion is paffed
over.—Now, indeed that the Miniftry is com.
pofed, I can perceive the motivesofit. In the
prefent Adminifiration, there is affor and re.
aZior; one part of the Cabinet is known to be
friendly to it, and to have maintained theig
pledge with the forfiture of their places; the
other, the newly added members, in oppofition
to the claims of the Catholics, and have ftaked
theif credit on bravely vefiting them. Roth
are, therefore, confiffent ; and the efforts of both
arties naturally fubfide in a general compromi-
e of filence and omiffion. "The Ass cotld neis.
ther be attraéted the one way or the other, beas
caofe placed between tave bundles of Eay ;.
Catholic queftion is neither advancifg nor?
treafing, becaufe it lics between a Cabiner 13
vided by contrary opinions, _at_\é,d.ﬁicb".
length, effe@s an adjuftment, by ,_v'rf‘—"‘fn 2

either fide, to let it ftand ﬂill.——\w _vel
my

to Continental conne&ions, Sir, &
no other refolution’ than to hold | &
We have allics, or we have them not.—e W
have them, I cin fee no reafon why M iiters

fhould keep it a fecret; if we hav= whot, @
pretext has been made ufe of ~ ﬁ,. she
becoming the advifers of the 5 cone
falt the Continent before we made peace “ie.waq

was that I had always advifed; Buc I ¢
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wifh to know 11 avbat laiitede our Allies lie, on
whar degree of the Equaror I have to look for
them. Of this, however more, when the mat-
ter (hall be fubmitted to the Houfe,

I do not like that part of the Addrefs which
{fo raundly approves of the condutt of Govern-
ment towards Spain.  Till papers were examin-
ed, thete maft certainly be fome inzerrignnm of
opinion; and it is {rting zhes opidion fhould
geft in favor of aifterss but cafes of this
kind Mould be watched in their degrees: and
if parts were offcufive, there wasno reafon to
think the whole would prove fatisfadtory. 1
am not friendly either to another part of the

- Speechs
and refpe@able; if this expreflion refers to the
guawtum of our troops, I readily fubferibe to
ic; if it be faid of »keir guality, 1 wutt beg
leave to diffent. In place of the improved
tactical knowled@e of our Volunteer force, 1

would rather read their deferred difcipline ; |
for inftead of the mamaal théy have now to

learn the fatute book, and have more reafon to
confult an atrormey than a corparals I do not

agree thar our encmy wes deterred from invad- |

ing us by the thew of this formidable foree:

and I am perfuaded that rhe force necefliry o}

£ofift an invafion 15 even now infufficients and
will continue to be inudequate as long as thofe
meafures are peifecvered in which have been

frequeatly condemned in this Houfe, and by

mone more than by the Right Honorable Gen
tleman himfelf, who ftands in the fhoes of a
predeceffor, whom he had fo often firirized
as weak and imbeciley but to whofe place be
had no fenner fucceeded, thanlic at onee adop-
ted his plans.—Much had bzen faid abour the
wviolation of the Law of Nations on thiepart of
Fraoce; but one a@ of atracizy has heen paffed
over, I mean the_imprifonment of Capiain
Wright in the Duagzedus of the Temple, and
ghe abandonment of his caufe by bhis country.
Y am refolved to make this matter, at an early
day, a fubje& of our difcaffion.””

The queftion on th: Addrefs was carried
g, <on.—Adjourned,

———
IMPERZAL PARLIAMENT.

HOUSE OF COMMONS —i:th. Fesavany. !
SFANISH WAaAR.

Mr, PITT commenced the debate with a
geview of the relative fituition of the two
eonntrics at the beginning of the war,~°* I need
Bardly fay more tocharacterife that fituation
than barely mention the Treaty of St. Ildefonfo,
and the ftipulations it contained. Spain was
bound to France by a Treaty, on the face of it
both offenfive and defsifive, and, in fa&l, 2
Freaty which was by the contracting parties fo
entitled. Befides guaran®eeing neotrality, their
territories, &c. they agre ro aflitt each other
with 1§ thips of the lineand 24,000 men; and
this aflittance, t0o, asappears from the 8ch, ar-
ticle, is to be given upon the demand of the re-
quiring party, and the demand is to be taken as
eonclufive cvidence of the neceffity, precluding’

the party required from making any inveftiga-
tion or enquiry as to the juftice of the war, or
“the policy of the objeét for which the fuccours
“were to be granted.  Nay, by the r1th. article
of this Treaty, the contrafling partics are to af-
it each other with their whole forces, in eafe
the ftipulated fuccours fhould be infufficient.
Such a Treaty, faid Mr. Pire, unlefs virtually
difclaimed by Spain, was a juft caufe of hoftilicy
againft her, and fuch was the relation of the
“eountries at the moment when the prefent war
broke oat. In any other circum{lances, had it
_mot been believed that the hearc of the Spanifh
‘Government could not be concerned in fuch a
"Treaty, the Government of this country eould
“mot have been juftified, unlefs they hadin the
“wery outfet demanded the renunciation of ir, or
gmade it a caufe of war, But they felt thac the
“engagements of Spain were not of choiee, but
“geceflity. ;
® Xt did appear, indeed, that the Spanifh Go-
‘wernment, at the commencemént of the war,
felt o difinclination to enter into it, and that
“they wanted to gain time, with a view to elude
_ghe ttipulattons by which they were bound to
“France. On the other hand, without diftrufting
“¢he fincerity of Spain, we had reafon to fear that
“fhe might be driven by the overbearing afcen-
dancy of France into hoftilities fatal to her own

7

interefts, at any moment it fuited the policy of |

"be.‘:Ruler of France to avail himfelf of her re-
“fources, It therefore became their duty to

4.‘:‘;}iulcl'\ _with peculiar jealoufy the condu@® of
Spainy <&ty take eare that during the period of

“meuerality fhe fhould not be enabled to fill her
“eoffers and to rcpl]en'i'ﬂ: her arfenals, that her
~ gecruited means might be employed againft us at
" the nod of our invercrate foe. If France was
“entitled tocall for 15 fhips of the line and
34,005~ forces, what fecarity would there

5 habé}"er: tiia. Spain would not have been far-
cquired to put forth all her-ftrength? And .

k— ther? d
+ $or what purpofe! For an obje.” avowed even
"1 core the commencement of war, and never
sbandoned finee, but in pra&ice,—the atter ex-
tin&ion of Great Britain as a Nation, and hez
‘#edultien to cven werfe than that ftate of fubjec-

It is faid that oar army is abundant.

tion and dependence in which Spain was placed.
Having ftated thefe general priociples as appli-
cable to the fate of our relations with Spain,
it remains to confider how they have been fol.
lowed up.

Gentlemen will fee in the papers on the table
the inftructions by Lord Hawkefbury, to our
Minifter at Madrid, fo far back as O&ober,
1802, They will there fee that the firft obje&t
of our pulicy was, if pofiible, to detachSpain
from the degrading conne&ion with France,and
if that was impraéticable, at leaft toendeavour,
that in cafe of any furare war, either afyftem
of peutrality fhould be fettled, or at leaft, that
hoftilities with her might be deferred.
1803, inftru@®ions were given to Mr. Frere, to
demand from the Spanith Government a renan-
ciation of the Treaty of Iidefonfo, nor will any
man, I believe, difpute that the inftraions to
which I allude, as tothe points to beinfifted: on,
are fully juftified by the laws of nations. Itis
neediefs for me to dwell upon the queftion, how
far the limited fuccours in the Treaty of Ilde-
fonfo would have been confiltent with the neu-
trality of Spain, as that makesno part of the
cafe. 1muftfay, however, that it never was
admitted that we were bound to acquiefce in
thafe fuccours being given, fo that all argu-
ment found upon the commutation of afiffance
iuto pecuniary aid are inapplicable, becaufe, if
we did not admit the one, we were certainly no
way bound to acquiefce in the other.

The condu& which anation is bound to fol-

low in the cafe of limited fuccour furnifhed in
purfuance of a Defenfive Treaty, muft depend
upon the extent of the afliftance, and that ex-
tent mait be taken ia proportien to the whole
ftrength and refources of the nation furnifhing.
Mueh, wiil depend, too, upon whether the
‘I’reaty is reeent or ancient, whether it is gene-
ral in its provifions, or concluded with direét
seference to hoftilities with & particular ftate.
But while the moderation of this country was
unwilling to drive Spain into war, it was un-
-queitionably neceflary to obtain fome pledge
that the Treaty of Ildefonfo fhould vot be acted
upen. If they did not make it a fpecific
ground of war, they were entitled to infift that
its hoftile principles thould be abandened.’’—
M. Pite then went throwgh the general progrefs
of the negotiation with Mr. Frere and the
Spanith Minifters,—the demand tkat the Treacy
of Ildefonfo fhould be renounced, that all Con-
vention with France thould be laid open, and
that the fpecific fum which was paid by them
in lieo of the Treaty fhould be unrefervedly de-
clared.
" Thefe fums amounted to mno lefs than three
millions of money, ¢¢ Now,” fard Mzr. Pizz,
¢¢ can it be maintained in this Houofe, that a
war fubfidy of three millions is not an infringe-
ment of neutrality, and does not render Spain
a principsl in the war? The Spanifh Govern-
went indeed, all along contended thac the fubfi-
dy, the extent of which they refufed to commu-
nicate was only an equivalent for the fuccours
ftipulated, but we are not told whether it was o
be confidered an equivalent for the limited or
the unlimited fuccours. If to the latter, no-
thing can be more ablurd; and if as to the for.
mer, on what principles of caleulation is the
<quivalent etimated. = Under cthe name of an
equivalent, any fum might havebeen paid. I
different nations, different eftimates of thate-
quivalent would be formed. In this ceuntry,
owing to circumftances conne@ed with our prof-
perity, the pecuniary equivalent for milita-
rv aid wounld be higher than in any other coun-
try probably in the world,

What then might be rated equivalent in Eng
land for 15 fail of the line and 24,000 land for-
ces ? At the higheft eftimate, the pay and
charges for 15 failof theline, for a twelve
month would not exceed one million, ITeaving
out two for the land forces. ‘This. wonld be
allowing between 8ol. and gol, ‘for every man.
Icis well known that this is infinitely beyond
the allowance neccifary in any fervice or in any
treaty, Of what is allowed as pecuniary eom.
mutation for fervice in kind, we may take ar
inftance from the Treaty between this country
and Holland in the year 1788, in which it is
ftipulated that between gl. and 1ol. fhall be
paid for each man in the infantry, and 11l. and

rzl. toeach man inthe cavalry. By this cal-
culation of equivatent, however, Spain pays be-
tween 8ol. and gol. for each man, an allow-
ance exiravagant and unreafonable in the ex.
treme. Can it be doubted, then, that a pecuni-
ary fubfidy to the annual amount, of 3,000,000l.
made Spain a principal in the war, aond could
never be confidered a fair' eqguivalent for my
moderate extent of military affitance? IFf this
be the general principle, asit moft unqueftion-
ably is, why did this Government forbear to
make it a ground of war? \

T have already touched upon the reafons.—
They believed that Spain rather fubmitted to
-adverfe circumftances than afted from choice.
They believed, that {fhe looked to circomftan
ees that might enable her to efcape from the
thraldom in which (he was kept, and to purfue
a courfe more fuitable to her interefts and to
her dignity.~—Let me flate, however, by the
way, incontcflible evidence of tpe controul at

In June

shis period :xercifcd by France ov
veroment of Spain.  Mr, Frere, sccord:
his inﬂ'rnﬁiox:s infitted that :",‘e.xc‘éz::mg'm
with France of the 1gch. of Og. (hozll]:!mn
commupicated: It was refufed, and the -l;é
ledged rcafup was, ‘“ Gereral Ba.'(rtynlz'ilt'rdl.‘
difplenfed at 11" ‘The Court of Spain ad i
the juftice of the demand, but plead the refc iy
ment of France as the refult of her com “acnt;
Could any Government in this predipcar:‘?c‘
be eftimated ncusral! Minifters, ho“.”cnt
- were {till defirous of making even yetan ami::r“'
‘ble arrangement with Spain; bat the riohe a;»
war was fully referved ; Spain was re;riv:d
-only from compaffion, though the fentence of
joft hoftility, a fentence founded on nationa’
law, reafon, and common ufage, was in fu]iil
force againft her. The indulgence of Grca’t‘l‘
Britain could not be confidered as conniy.
ance, even iffuch a conftruétion bad net bgg;
formally protefted againft, ¢¢ It was meant ag
mercy & and was more to be conftrued futo a ree
linguithment of the right of punifhiment, than
the reprive of an offender, which only fufpends, -

er the Gos
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acquittal of his crime.—Meantime, the
Spirit of Spain became more manifeft.”®

Mr. Pitt here went into along account of
the armaments, and the manning of French vef.
fels in Spanifh ports, the condemnations @f priv
zcs, the imprifonment of Britifh failors, &c. %c
and above all, the vague and fhufiling cxplzua:
tions of che Spanith Minifters, when taxed with
thefe infringements of neutrality. He appijed
to the derention of the Plate fhips the argumenty
fo aften adduced, and finifhed with moving hg
coftomary Addrefs.

Mr. GREY next rofe, and delivered a very
able oration ; but as the effence and argumsng
of his fpeech is contained in the amendmenp
which he propofed; we here fubjoin itz 3

¢ To return Hia Majefly the thanks of this Houls
for the communicaticns made to us, relative to the mpe
ture with Spain: To exprels our entire conviétion
that the exiftence of an offenfive treaty between 'F}a'ncq'
and Spain, would have entitied His Majefly to @anfie
der Spain as a principal in the prefent war, unlefs the
obligations of that ticaty were renounced, or their exee
cution dilclaimed. And to allure His Majelty that we®
thall, at all times, be ready to fupport him in giving
effeét, fo fax. as the interefts of his dominions may ree
quire, to this juit and undifputed principle.

That we obferve, liowever, that His Majefty was sds
vifed to wave the exercife of his right, in “order to nea
goeiate with Spain, for the maintenance of her neutralie
ty, and that without taking upon ourfelves, in the pre=
fent moment, to decide a qucilion of policy, depends
ing fo much on circumftances, of which we are {iill une

P

o gy

His Majefty’s paternal defire to hav~ prevented the fare
ther extenfion of the calamities of * 1r.

But that wec beg leave humbly to reprefent to Hia
Majefty, that the execution of thefe his bencvotear withe:

tion of fome jull, intelligible and uniform principle of
negociaticn, declared in the out-fet with frankne(s, and
fteadily perfued to its conclufion, followed up by an
uaremitting attention to every new ciicumflance arifing
in the progiefs of fo tmportant a difcuffion, and accom~
panied by the moft fcrupulous care thatall engagements
refulting from it fhould, on the part of Great Britain,
be defined with preeifion, and performed with unquefe
tionable good faith, moderation, and integrity. ©
¢ That we have, on the eontrary, feen with deep re-
gret, in the whole condu& of this tranfaétion, the claf-
fiing cffe@s of undecided, equivocal and cantradiftory
policy. That the withes for peace, profeffed in the out
et by His Majelty’s Minifters, have uniformly been
counter-afted by their ftudious endeavoursto keep a-
live both the csule and the menace of war—a puipofe
qually inconfiftent with juftice and with wifdom, de—
frutive of all confidence on the parfof the power with:
whom they treated, and incompatible with the obje&
for which they were negociating. %

¢ That, during the whole courfe of thefe difcuffions,
while they were continually foliciting from Spaife” ~
ferved communications on all points of mutual inte,
their own indecifion prevented them from affordiagin
return any -diftin€& tatement of the terms on whick
Great Britzin would recognife the neutrality ‘of thet
Power.. That thelr ground of megociation was repeat-
~dly fhifted, their demands varisd, and their conceflie |
ons undefined —and that although, foine agreen:ent ap~-
pears at laft to have been conciuded, neither its da_ler i
nor itsconditions appear to have been afcertained with
precifion—yet both are repeatedly referred to by the
Betifh as well as the Spanilh Minifters, and the _b'“'-h' i
of thofe very conditions is alledged 2s the motive on
the part of Gicat Bratain for her atual commencemens”
of hoftilities. .

¢ That the omilfiona and defc@s which diftinguifie
this tranfattion,as well as the fatal confequencesto whlc.h» {
it has led, can on!y be afcribed to the cironeous princi= |

arly our duty to reprafent to his Majefly, that, in ame—_
aociation for peace or war between Crc:t_l‘.u!am'agld E
Spain carried on principally at Madrid, no inftructions. £
were fent to his Majefty’s Minifiers at that Court from |
the 2d. of Junc to the 24th. of Nov. 1803—from hence
to'the a1ft. January in the following year—nor.again
from that date to the zgth of Scptember. : |
¢ That in the &rit of thele intervals (being ht(_Xc‘l'dl-,
than fix months—the negocistion fora TFreaty of Neu—
trality between France and Spain was begnn,.cnnnmnt_dv
—and concluded, yet not the {malleft intimation waziit
that long time, cver ance given to Mr. Frere,of the llg"f%

language which it was proper for him to hold, or o.fr*“
mealures which it might be neceflary for himtol
alaliough frequent communications were n}adt'tasn
by the Spani(h government, who npotar 89 haye hee
difpofeq to pay ureat attention in this inftance to anf
reprefentation from Great Britain. o b
¢ That during the lalt of the abovementions pert
ads.the fame Minilter,though left apain f?r many m(imhi
without any inftraftion whatever, negotiated and con
cluded fome agreement with Spain on this moft |mpo';»
tant fubje&, of which agrecment, no opmion was ‘,'-:‘i
exprefied to him from hence, cither before or lftl‘l'é :
zonclufion, nor does it even now appear from anv O
c1a} documents, whetler the fame was meant to be 'l&r
lowedvor difallowed, ratified or rejctied by the Briti :

Goverrment.

in which that negociation was confidered liere, of lhg{: :

S

the execution of judgment, is tobe beld as ag x, ;
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informed, we acknowledge with gratitude this proof of”

es indifpinfably required from his Minifters the a“dop- 4

ple.on which it has been conduéted. That it i;:pn:uli— -
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« of their way for Portland Roads.

the nature of 2 precaation, becaufe meafures of
rrecautibn were directed only againft partica-

ar dangers, but the Spanilh treaflures or pow-
er, were danger not exifting at pafticalar mo-
ments merely ; but dangers of that forc that
were to be removed noc by préeaution but by
Wwar.

Mpr. Fox then recapitulated his arguments;
and ended with lending his veice, unqualifiedly
to the Amendment ptopofed by Mr. Grey.—
Mr. Pitt rofe in teply, and about fix the Houfe
divided.

For the Original Motion, - 313

¥or the Amendment, & 5 106
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A deputation of the Houfe proceeded to St.

“YJames’s with the addrefs.

On their return the Speaker declared, that
His Majefty had been moft gracioufly pleafed
to return the following anfwer to theiraddrefs:
4 GenrTreMEN—I re(hrn!ou my watmeft thanks
for this your mo®t dutiful and Joyal Addrefs. Your
¢omplete approbation of, and entire concurrence in the
mealures that 1 have adopted with relpe& to the Court
of Spain, afford me the highelt faisfaltion. Relying on

our cordial fupport, I truflt that I fhall be enabled to
z.i“, the new conteft to a fafe and honorable termina-
tion.”

Cr——> G
LOSS OF THE ABERGAVENNY.

*The melancholy account of the lofs of this
valuable (hip was received in town on Thurf-
day morunings An officer, who was one among
the fortunate number,who were faved from the
wreck,brought the unhappy tidings to the Eaft
Iodia Houfe, and we commuanicate them from
his relation :—On the ift. inft. the Abergaven-
ny, Capt. Wordfworth,failed from Poxdfmouth,
in company with the Royal George; Henry Ad-

. dingron, Wexford, and Bombay Caftle, for the

Eaft Indies; under convoy of the Weymouth
frigate. ‘The weather proving very untavour-
able, after cheir failing, and the wind being
firongly adverfe,induced them to make the beit
After en-
eountering a fevere gale of wind on Friday fe-
night, (during which they parted convoy) the
five Fudiamen reached the entrance of the roads
ou Tuefday, about noon, when the Wexford,
having been appointed Commodore, made fig-
nal for thofe fhips which had pilots on board,
to run for porte : 3 :

At this period the Abergavenny had not
been fupplied with a pilot,; and therefore, was
compelled to wait a few hours for that purpofe.
About threc P. M. having cobrained one, (he
b’org up for Portland Roads: The weather had
become tolerably mederate, and notwithftand-
ing, a ftrong ebb tide was fetting in, no difa-
fter was at this time apprebended,it being con-
ceived that the pilot knew the coaft wells In
a few minutes, however, the fhip’s company
learned their dangerous f{ituation, the fhip hav-
ing ftruk on the fhambles of the Bill of Port.
land, about two miles from the fhore, Captain
Word{worth and his Officers were, notwith-
ftanding, of opinion, that the fhip might be got
of without fuftaining any material damage, and }
accordingly »o fignal guns of diftrefs were or-
dered to pe fired, for upwards of an hour and
an balf afterwards, when twenty were difcharg-
ed.

All this time the people were free from alarm
and no idea prevailed, that it would be neceffa-
ry tohoift out the boats to be ready to take the
crew on fhore, in cafe of neceflity. About five
P. M. things bore a ftill more unfavourable af-
pe@&—the carpenter announeed that a confidev-
able leak was difcovered near the bottom of the
chain pamps, which it was not in his power to
ftop, the water guthed in {o faft. The pumps
being all in readinefs, were fet a-going, and a

. part of the crew endeavoured to bail her at the

fore hatch, but all their attempts to keep the
water under, were in vain.

At fix P. M. the inevitable lofs of the fhip,
became more and more apparent—other leaks

- were difcovered, the wind had encreafed to a

gale, and the fevere beating of the veflel upon
the rocks, threatened immediate deftruion.
The Captain and Officers were far from fhrink-
ing from the perils around them, They gave

_ their orders with the greatet firmnefs & caol-

nels, and by their proper condut, were enabled
to prefcrve fubordination. As the night advan.
ced, the fituation of all on board became the
more terrible—the Miffes Evans, and feveral
other paffengers, entreated to be fenton fhore
—but this was impoffible.

It was as much as all the fhip’s company
could do to kesp the vefiel afloat.  In order to
tempt the men to exert their utmoft powers at
the'pumps, the Officers ftood by cheering them,

ancey fliquor. At fevenP. M. the people be.

to fire frefh fignal guns, in hopes of obtaining
boats from the fhore,to fave as many of the peo-
ple on board as pofiible: In the mean time the
Purfer, Mr. Mortimer, was defpatched in one
of the fhip’s boats, with the papers and defpat-
ches, in osder to fave them: The third Mate,
a Coufin of the Captain, and of the fame name,
accompanied the Purfer with about fix feamen.

One boat came off from the Shore, which
took on board the Mifs Evans’s Mifs Jackfon,
Mr. Rutledge, and Mr: Taylor, a Cadet, all
paffengers.

Mrs: Blair companion to the Mifs Evans’s
chofe in fpite of all intreaties, to remain on
board: Indced, there would be many who
would have made the fame choice, folittle hope
was there of the boat contending fuccefsfully
againft che high fea; in fo dark a night.

It was now about nine o’clock, and feveral
boats were heard ata fhore diftance from the
thip, but they rendefed no affiftance to the dif-
trefled on board. Whether this was owing to
their being employed in the humane purpofe of
faving thofe who had ¢lung to pieces of wreck,
vpon which many had ventured from the veflcl,
or becaufe they were engaged to plunder, is a
matter which has not been afeertaineds

The dreadful crifis was now approaching and
eveéry one on board feemed affured of his fate.
Some gave themfelves uvp fo defpair; while o-
thers endeavoured to colleét thethfg)ves, and

employed the few minutes they had left in the
beft of purpofes,—~that of imploring the mercy
of their Creator: At ten o’clock the fhip was
nearly full of water, and as fhe began gradual-
ly to fink, confufion commenced on board:

A number of the failors begged ardently for
more liquor, and when it was refufed; they at-
tacked the fpirit foom, but were repulfed by
their officers, who never once loft fight of their
chara&er, and continued te condu¢t themfelves
with the utmoft fortitude. One of them was
ftationed at the {pirit room door, with a brace
of piftols, to guard againft furprife, and there
remained, even whilft the fhip was firking. A
failor was extremely folicitous to obrain fome
liquor from him, faying ¢ 7¢ awill be all as oxe
an bour hence,’’~—'¢ Be that as it may,’’ replied
the officer, *¢ Let as die [ike men.”’

Icis a circomitance hardly to be accounted
for that, in the midft of all this diftrefs, 7he
BoaTs avere wewer attempted t6 be hoified out.
About two minutes before the fhip went down,
Mr. Baggot the chief Mate, went to Captain
Word{worth, and faid ¢ e bawve done all ave
car Siry we fhall fink ix @ mement.’’. 'Vhe Caps

| tain replicd, *¢ [t cannot be belped: God's awall

be done.’”

W hen the paflepgers and crew were acquain.
ted with their fitoation, they made feveral ef-
forts to fave theirlives: fome laid hold of pie-
ces of the wreck, and committed themfelves to
the mercy of the waves. A Mr. Forbes ftrip-
ped off bis cloaths, and, being an excellent

i {fwimmer, plunged into the fea, and was one of

thofe who was picked up by a boat from the
fhore. A great number ran up the fhrouds.
At about eieven o’clock, a heavy fea gave the
Veflel a fudden fhock,and in an inftant fhe furk
to the bottom, in twelve fathoms water. Ma-
ny of thofe unfortunate perfons who had ran up
the fhrouds for f{afety, were unable to fuftain
the motion of the veffel, in going down, and
fuffered with their unfortunate companions be-
low. Between 80 and go perfons, however,
were ftill able to maintain their fitvarion, and
were ultimately faved. For fome time after
the veflel had gone down, fhe kept gradually
finking deeper in the fand, infomuch, that fe-
veral perfons were under the ncceflity ef climb-
ing higher up the mafts. The higheft maft was
eftimated to be above the water, about twenty-
five feet, and the perfons aloft could plainly
difcover the end of the bow-fprirt.

When the fhip funk, fhedid not go down in
the ufual way that veffels do: by firft falling
upon her beam ends; this deviation was fup-
pofed to have arifen from her being laden with
treafure, and porcelane ware. She had 7o,
000L. in SpeciE on board, and nearly 400
Pzrsowns. The crew confifted of 160 men, and
there were between 50 and 6o Paflengers; the
reft were recruits for His Majefty®s and the
Company’s fervice: about 30 Chinamen were
alfo on board. The total number drowned,
were eftimated at 300.

About 12 o’clack, a flaop, that had been at-
tracted to the fpot by the fignal guns, came to
anchorclofe to the fhip, fent a boat, ard toock
off all the perfons we have mentioned, as being
above water, above twenty at a time, and con-
veyed them to Weymouth.

The whole value of the cargo is eftimated
at 200,000L. Nothing was faved, except the
defpatches and fome valuable prints, which had
been fent out for General Lake.

and ercouraging them, by giving them allow-
ing njuﬂ exhaufted, it was thought advifable

=

Captain Wordfworth,at the moment the thip
was going down,was feen clinging to the ropes.
Mr. Gilpen one of the Mates, ufed every per-
fuafion to induce him to endeavour to fave hLis
life, but all in vain—he did not feem defirous
to furvive the lofs of his fhip. 7T he exertions
of Cornet Burgoyne and the Mates, were moft
exemplary— they did all that human means
could effeét. :

‘The Abergavenny was of 1,200 tons burthen
—and was deftined to Bengal and China. She
was to have laden at Bengal with cotton for the
China market. The Paffengers were unufually
numerous. Forty fat down daily ar the Cap-
tain’s table, and above fonrreer at the third
Mates. Captain Word{worth was a man of
remarkably mild manners, andzof a cool and
temperate difpofition. Mr. Baggor, the chief
Mate,poffeffed a fimilar chara&ter—he made no
attempt to fave his life, but met the fate of his
Captain with fimilar compofure.

RETFURN OF PERSONS SAYED.
PASSENGERS AND OFFICERS.

Mr. Evans—Mrs. Evans—Mi{s Jackfon—Mr. Rute
ledpe—Mr. Maxwell—Cornet Burgoin, 8th L. D.—
Mefficurs Bailie, Thewaites, Taylor, Johnflon, Gram-
(haw, Stewart, Word{wo1th, Gilpin, Clark, Mortimer,
Cadets.

Mr. _Slewart, Purfer—Mr. Davie, Surgeon—Mr. Pite
cher Midfhipman—Mr. White, Mr. Barnett, Mr. Bae
fon, Mr. Yecates,—Mr. Acres, Steward—The Carpenter
—Wm. Abbott, Gunner.

DROWNED.

Capt. Wordfworth—Mr. Baggott, Chief Mate— The
Boat[{wain—Mr. Savage, Midfhipman—Meflieurs For-
bes, Two Dents, Davies, Hamilton, Lane, Rcbinfon,
Graham, Barwell, Bellew, and Price, Cadets.—Enfign
Whitlow, 2ed  Inf —Mr. Grent, Writer—Mr Stewart,
—Mr. Tail—Mr. Monfack, and Mr. Leadbeater.

—— O
MATRIMONIAL LOTTERY.

Thisday, according to annual cuftom, under
the dire@ion of the will of the late Mr. Raine,
an eminent brewer, at New Crane, Wapping,
fix Maidens, who have been educated in the
eftablifbment which he founded during his life
time, will meet the Truftees at the f{choola
houfe, to draw lots for 100l. marriage portion,
left by the generous donor. The fair favou-
rire of fortune will be married on the 1ft. of
May next, to fome worthy young man. His
qualifications to gain the prize are as follow :
He muft be a native of St. George’s in the Eaft,
or St. Paal’s Shadwell, and ncither foldier, {aie
lig; nor waterman, but an honeft, indufiricus
mechanic. The young woman, in addition to
her education in the eftablithment, muft have
attaired the age of twenty-two years, and have
lived threc years as fervant in a refpectable fao
mily, from whom fhe muft bring a certificate of
irreproachable conduét.. There is alfo a be-
queft of gl. for a wedding-dinner. The young
women are taught reading and needle work,
previousto their being put out to fervice. This
is but one of the many aéts of munificenee ge-
corded of a London Citizen.

A Mr. C. of Guildford-fireet, an emrmene
underwriter at Lloyd’s being informed thar a
certain fhip (on which he had written pretty
largely,) was in jeopardy, exclaimed— Feopar-
dy ! Feopardy! what part of the world is itin ?
—Near Gibraltar, I {uppofe ; however I am
glad to hear fhe’s in any porz, for 1 thooght it
was all pver with her—but I infured her® for
Madras.

—_—— O

GENERAL ORDERS BY GOVERNMENT.
Fort St. Gesrge, Fume 14, 1805.

Lieutenant Hadwen, of the 20th. N. Regiment, to
proceed to Sea, for the recovery of his health.
Lieutenant Whyte, of the 2d. Bzt. of the 13th. Regie
ment, to {uccecd Captain Sutherland M’Dowall as De-
puty Judge Advocate in the Southern Divifion of the
Army. %
Mr. Surgeon Alexander Boifwell,Medical Storekeep=
er at the Prefidency, to be Superintending Surgeon of
Myfore, vice Anderfon deceafed,and Mr. Surgeon Mau-
rice Fitzgerald, of the 4th. N. Cavalry, to be Medical
Storekeeper at the prefidency, vice Boifwell promoted.
Doé&or Henry Harris, to be Staff Surgeon of the Sub-
fidiary Force at Travancore.
ARRivaLs AT THE PRESIDENCY.
Caelonel Dickens, H. M. 34th. Regiment—Major Bun-
kin, do. gift. do.—Capt J. Monteath, 7th. Regt.
N. C.—Captain W. H. Vaughan, 1ft. Bat. 1d. Regt.
N. I.—Licutenant C. Domville, 1ft. do. 1. do.—
Licutenant B. Blake, 2d. do. 23d. do.—Lieutenant
Thomas Wren, 1ft. do. 15th. do —Licutenant Little,
1ft. do. 6th. do.—Licutenant Allan Robeits, 2d. do.
8th. do.—Lieutenant Cajan, Cadct Company,—Licua
tenant and Adjutant Kingdom, H. M. g4th. Regt.
—and J. Sargeant, Efg. Paymafier do. 34th.—Capt.
James Grant, Commanding the Body Guaid—Licut.
Carnegie, H. M. gsth. Regt.—Licut. Sadler, =d, Bat.
1ft. Regt.—Lieut. Hankin, 2d. do. s5th. do,—CO{vzﬂ.
Fullerton, H. M. 1gth. Dragoons—Cornet Rafhlcighy
ad. Regt. N. C.—A. Morifon, Efq Surgeon, H. M.
34th. Regt. and J, Balmain, Efq. Affftant Surgeon.
DEPARTURES FROM THE PrRESIDENCY.
Lientenant Peckham, Colonel Baillie’s Rept.—Captaia
Douglas, Ceylon, o0.—and Captain Fn{hncc. =d.
Battalion 2oth. Regrment.—Colonel Dickens, H. M.
34th. Regt.— J. Hodgfon and E. P. Blake, Eigrs.—
Major Floyer, 4th. Regt; N. €.




